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Summary  
Many members of the Bourdillon family descended from Abraham Bourdillon 
of Geneva (1561-1640) have attempted to prove that Abraham was descended 
from the de La Platière family. Jules Stalla-Bourdillon (1886-1963) was one of 
these. The letters he wrote to Francis Bernard Bourdillon (1883-1970) 
describing his research and his thoughts were passed down to me. I have tried to 
follow up his research using the internet. 
 
I have not been able to confirm that Abraham was descended from the de La 
Platière family and I could not find any evidence that the coat of arms adopted 
by Abraham Bourdillon in 1615 was the coat of arms of the Amblard family. 
 
When I saw the work that Octavie Bourdillon (1909-1992) did, based on the 
research of Léonard Bourdillon (1725-1802), the direction of my ‘research’ 
changed. 
 
Whilst Jules Stalla-Bourdillon recognised that not all Bourdillons in the 
Auvergne were related, I found examples of different Bourdillon families 
throughout France in the 16th and 17th centuries. Although I found that the 
Châteauroux (Indre) Bourdillons were descended from the Chaillac (Indre) 
Bourdillons, I found no evidence of intermarrying of Bourdillon families even 
when they lived in neighbouring communes. Furthermore, I found no evidence 
of a marriage linking a Châteauroux Bourdillon with a Geneva Bourdillon, nor 
of a marriage linking any Puy-de-Dôme Bourdillon with a Geneva Bourdillon. 
 
As there seems to have been no progress in finding proof of: 

1. the marriage of Gilbert de la Platière and Anne Amblard 
2. the relationship between Jehan Amblard dit Bourdillon and Gilbert de 
la Platière and Anne Amblard and 
3. the relationship between Jehan Amblard dit Bourdillon and Jehan II de 
Beaune en Gâtenois  

I conclude that currently we are unable to prove a descent from anyone earlier 
than Jean Bourdillon, whose son Abraham was born in 1561 in Bourges (Cher). 
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Introduction 
Like others before me, I have become interested in trying to prove whether or 
not I am descended from the de La Platière family. My grandfather, Francis 
Bernard Bourdillon (1883-1970), had written Note on the History of the 
Bourdillon Family in 1939. He also had extensive correspondence with Jules 
Stalla-Bourdillon (1886-1963) between 1951 and 1955. The letters Jules Stalla-
Bourdillon wrote together with some contemporaneous hand-written notes 
written by Francis Bernard Bourdillon were handed down to me by my aunt 
Eleanor Unity Vickers (née Bourdillon 1926-2021).  
 
My wife, Catriona (née Glencairn-Campbell), and I attended the 1983 family 
reunion at Montvillargene near Chantilly as well as the 1992 reunion at 
Gerrards Cross. Catriona did a large amount of work digitising the available 
information about the family and researching and documenting details of 
individual members. It wasn’t until 2008, when my 3rd cousin Peter Bernard 
Bourdillon invited Catriona and me to join an informal family gathering of his 
close relatives, that my interest in family history was kindled. Nevertheless, it 
was only in June 2022 that I read Jules Stalla-Bourdillon’s letters with care and 
then tried to find the proof that he said was lacking of  

1. the marriage of Gilbert de la Platière and Anne Amblard in 1502 
2. the relationship between Jehan Amblard dit Bourdillon and Gilbert de la 

Platière and Anne Amblard 
3. the relationship between Jehan Amblard dit Bourdillon and Jehan II de 

Beaune en Gâtenois  
 
Other problems that Jules Stalla-Bourdillon identified included the name of the 
mother of Jehan II de Beaune en Gâtenois and the origin of the coat of arms that 
Abraham Bourdillon adopted in 1615.  
 
Background 
That the Geneva Bourdillons were descended from the de La Platière family 
was handed down in a mémoire supposedly written in the 16th century and 
updated in the 18th century. Blanche Bourdillon (1844-1924), descendant of a 
Bourdillon family based in Maringues (Puy-de-Dôme), left it in her will to Léon 
Bourdillon (1877-1968). Léon Bourdillon apparently saw the mémoire and 
made notes from it. Whether he ever received the mémoire is not clear; if he had 
it, he never showed it to Jules Stalla-Bourdillon, even though the two of them 
had numerous discussions about the history of the family. 
 
Jules Stalla-Bourdillon outlined what was believed in 1951 in a letter he wrote 
to several Bourdillons (see http://histoirefamillebourdillon.fr/Images/Jules%20Stalla-
Bourdillon/Lettre%201951%20de%20Jules%20à%20Francis%20Peter%20Bourdillon.pdf  
the mobile app Google Translate does an acceptable job). 
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It was intended to stimulate interest in family history research. Much of what is 
described was unchanged in the 1983 document written for family members 
attending the reunion at Montvillargene. 
 
In brief, the story is that  

1. our ancestor - Abraham Bourdillon (1561-1640) - was brought to Geneva 
by his father to escape the Wars of Religion in France. His father married 
for the 2nd time in Geneva in 1564 

2. Abraham’s father, Jehan II Bourdillon de Beaune en Gâtenois, lived in 
Beaune-la-Rolande, which is about 60 km south of Paris. He is said to 
have been one of those defending Bourges in 1562 but fled to Geneva 
after Bourges fell to the Catholics 

3. Abraham’s grandfather, Jehan Amblard dit Bourdillon, was tried for 
heresy in Riom (near Clermont-Ferrand) in 1549 and banished from the 
Auvergne. He is said to have gone to live with his wife’s family in the 
Gâtinais 

4. Abraham’s great-grandfather, Gilbert de La Platière (c.1465-c.1505), 
married Anne Amblard. The marriage contract stated that if the married 
couple were to inherit all the Amblard possessions, one of their sons must 
give up the name ‘de La Platière’ and adopt the name ‘Amblard’ 

5. it was not clear whether Philibert de La Platière was the father or the 
uncle of Gilbert de La Platière 

6. Philibert de La Platière (c.1438-1508) had a distinguished career in the 
service of Louis XI, of Peter II Duc de Bourbon and of Louis XII 

 
In the series of letters that Jules Stalla-Bourdillon (JS-B) sent Francis 
Bernard Bourdillon (FBB) between 1951 and 1955, JS-B describes the 
research he had undertaken and the thoughts he had. His final letter 
reminded FBB of the lack of proof of: 

1. the marriage of Gilbert de la Platière and Anne Amblard 
2. the relationship between Jehan Amblard dit Bourdillon and Gilbert de 

la Platière and Anne Amblard 
3. the relationship between Jehan Amblard dit Bourdillon and Jehan II de 

Beaune en Gâtenois  
 
 
My initial ‘research’ 
I started by seeing if the Internet would enable me to find some of the material 
that Jules Stalla-Bourdillon had found when he visited Archives or wrote to 
Archivists. Indeed, it did.  
 

1. Two sources Le Château des Bordes et ses Seigneurs by Adrien 
Bonvallet, 1869 (see 
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https://books.google.fr/books?id=IRlYAAAAcAAJ&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage
&q&f=false) and Imbert de La Platière des Bordes, dit Bourdillon, 
maréchal de France (1516-1567) by Jean-Pierre Busson, Thesis 
submitted to the Ecole des Chartes, 1947 mention that Philibert de La 
Platière had 6 sons but neither mentioned Gilbert.  

2. While looking to see if one of the sons mentioned was recorded under 2 
different names, I confirmed that Léonarde de La Perrière did not marry 
Philibert de La Platière and that his son, Imbert de La Platière, was 
probably born after he married Marie de Fontenoy in 1462. The Armorial 
Historique et Archéologique du Nivernais volume 2 by Le Comte de 
Soultrait, 1879 
(https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Armorial_historique_et_archéologique_du/
FftKAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1) confirms that there was no ‘Alliance’ 
between the de La Perrière and the de La Platière family. 

3. Elisabeth de Tournebranle was said to be the mother of Jehan II de 
Beaune en Gâtenois. I have been unable to find any evidence of the 
existence of Elisabeth de Tournebranle. Six children of Nicolas de 
Tournebranle have been identified but none of them was named 
Elisabeth. Nicolas de Tournebranle came from Scotland and was one of 
Charles VIII’s Scottish Archers and accompanied him on his expedition 
to Italy in 1494-5 

4. I have been unable to find any evidence for the existence of Anne 
Amblard. The Dictionnaire des anciennes familles de l'Auvergne page 6 
https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k374278f/f10.item only says that the family 
had possessions in the vicinity of Langeac (Haute-Loire) since 1189, 
while the Savoie Archives https://archives-en-
ligne.savoie.fr/ir_pdf/ANC/B/AD073_B_IR223.pdf mention a 1581 inventory of 
Noble François Amblard, Seigneur de Montagny (Rhône) 

5. The marriage of Gilbert de La Platière and Anne Amblard was supposed 
to have taken place at Sury-le-Comtal (Loire) in 1502. Yet in JS-B’s 
letter to FBB dated 22-Feb-1953 he says that the marriage contract was 
partly nibbled away by rats and what remained does not mention 
Gilbert’s parents  

6. The only Amblard coat of arms I have found is one from Provence in the 
Armorial de France en 1696 by d’Hozier http://www.heraldique-blasons-
armoiries.com/armoriaux/hozier.html   
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7. I have found no evidence that Abraham Bourdillon’s coat of arms - the 
crescent with 4 stars (3 above and 1 below the crescent) - was an 
Amblard coat of arms 

8. That the younger sons of the de La Platière family took the name 
Bourdillon is not in doubt. And Bourdillon is mentioned on several 
occasions in Charles VIII et Son Milieu by Yvonne Labande-Mailfert, 
1977. Unfortunately, she does not reference her sources and I wasn’t able 
to track them down from her bibliography. So, I am none the wiser 
whether it was Gilbert de La Platière or Philibert II de La Platière who 
accompanied Charles VIII on his expedition to Italy in 1494-5   

9. A family tree sent to Frank Wright Bourdillon (1851-1924) by Philippe 
Bourdillon (1875-1966) of Geneva dated 20-Apr-1911 described “Jehan 
de la Platière dit Bourdillon”, the father of Abraham, as Lieutenant of the 
Château de la Motte in Châteaurenard (Loiret), before being in command 
of 15 men defending Bourges (Cher) in 1562. However, the Histoire de 
Châteaurenard by M. Petit 1991 does not mention the Lieutenant of the 
Château de La Motte, while another source says it was Paul Malingre, 
Seigneur de l’Aulnay-Bréard, who was the Lieutenant. Paul Malingre 
married a granddaughter of Nicolas de Tournebranle. 
 
 

My subsequent ‘research’  
When I saw a summary of the research of Octavie Bourdillon (1909-1992), 
known as Vivy, the direction of my ‘research’ changed. 
 
The authorities in Geneva kept an impressive set of records from the middle of 
the 16th century. Some are missing such as the lists of those who came to 
Geneva between 1560 and 1572 and between 1574 and 1585; also missing are 
the deaths between 1599 and 1608. One record that is of particular interest is the 
minutes of the Council meeting of 31 August 1586: “Jehan Bourdillon asks that 
he be allowed to live in a house in the city, notwithstanding his offer to empty it 
by sending some of his children away [back to France]”. In 1590 he was 
accused, tried and tortured for stealing leather. The mémoire apparently 
resolved the discrepancy between the transcript of the 1590 trial (which stated 
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that Jehan was the son of the late Jehan Bourdillion [sic] de Baulne en 
Gastinoix) and the 1613 document (in which Abraham was declared a 
Bourgeois de Genève which stated he was born in Bourges in Berri) by saying 
the latter was an error. 
 
This is a map of Berri showing its relationship to the current Departments 
 

 
 
Léonard Bourdillon (1725-1802) was in a privileged position in Geneva in that 
he was ‘Auditeur’ of the Archives. He wrote several manuscripts describing the 
Bourdillon ancestry (I have not seen them apart from 
http://histoirefamillebourdillon.fr/4_1%20Léonard%20Bourdillon%201725-1802.html).  
 
Vivy developed the work of Léonard and made a plausible case that Abraham 
was not the son of Je(h)an Bourdillon who came from the Gâtinais and who 
married Claude Plantan in 1564 (see 
http://histoirefamillebourdillon.fr/Images/Recherches%20Vivy/L'origine%20de%20Bourges.
pdf ).   
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With the help of Google Translate, Vivy states: 
 
Léonard Bourdillon, for his part, gives the following indications, (Manuscript 
No 1097- Alphabetical, chronological and history of the Bourdillon family, as 
soon as it arrived in Geneva, at the end of the sixteenth century). 
 
"Abraham, eldest son of Jean. His birth in Bourges in 1561, his arrival in 
Geneva in 1571, his acquisition of a house and garden at Rue du Temple in St. 
Gervais in Geneva in 1580, his wound at the Battle of Pont de la  Menoge in 
1590, his marriage in 1594 with Jeanne Favre, his conduct at the Escalade in 
1602, his admission to the Bourgeoisie with his two sons in 1613, his 
widowhood in January 1640, his second marriage in August 1640 with Louise 
Gros, her will in 1642, his petition in 1643, his death on November 11, 1647 at 
the age of 86, his inventory in 1648." 
 
His first wife, Jeanne Favre, was a granddaughter of Pierre Favre, Bourgeois 
of Geneva, who had married Antoinette Bourdillon, daughter of Simon 
Bourdillon. 
 
On December 30, 1643, Abraham Bourdillon sent a request to the Council in 
which he asks to be released from 24 guilders for the expenses of the guards 
which he paid annually, since he was over 80 years old. It was reduced to 12 
guilders by the judgment of the Council and signed by Colladon. 
 
We have seen in the Archives of Geneva the act of the acquisition and 
construction of a house in Rue du Temple and a garden going as far as the 
banks of the Rhône, in which he installed a large manufactory of leather in 
1580. He therefore had the money to make this purchase. 
  
If he was the son of Jean de Beaulne in Gastinois, 

-how could he have left his father in misery in 1590? 
-how could he have married in 1594, Jeanne Favre, of an honourable 
family, if he were the son of a thief sentenced to the rope and the 
strappado in 1590, four years before his marriage? 

  
We have had in our hands the death certificate of Abraham (Archives de 
Genève). The certificate specifies that Abraham Bourdillon died at his home in 
Rue du Temple de St. Gervais in Geneva, Bourgeois and Leather Manufacturer, 
aged eighty and six, at 9 o'clock morning, November 11, 1647. 
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Vivy’s arguments are that: 
1. the contention that Abraham’s birthplace being Bourges in Berri, as 

stated in the document which created him a Bourgeois de Genève in 
1613, is unlikely to have been wrong 

2. it is most unlikely that a member of one of the respected Favre families in 
Geneva would have married the son of someone who had been tried for 
stealing 4 years previously 

3. it is most unlikely that Abraham would have been created a Bourgeois de 
Genève in 1613 if his father had been tried for stealing  

 
To this can be added the inconsistency of Abraham’s father buying his son a 
house and garden in 1580, and then asking the Council in 1586 if he can live in 
a house in the city if he sends his sons back to France.  

 
A summary of Vivy’s work is:  

 
Legend: BG = Bourgeois de Genève (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bourgeoisie_of_Geneva) 
 
As Vivy mentioned that she saw in the Archives de Genève the document 
describing Abraham’s purchase of the house and garden in the Rue du Temple 
de St Gervais when he was aged 19, from where did Abraham get the money? 
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Presumably his father, Jean, provided the money but we know nothing about 
Jean. What seems clear is that even if Jean Bourdillon was in Bourges in 1562 
at the time of the siege, he had sufficient resources to enable Abraham, aged 19, 
to buy a house and garden in Geneva in 1580 and to set up a leather 
manufactory. 
 
One of the implications of Vivy’s conclusions is that there were at least 3 
different Bourdillon families in Geneva in the 2nd half of the 16th century:  

1.    Je(h)an Bourdillon who came from the Gâtinais and who married Claude 
Plantan 
2.    Abraham Bourdillon, son of Jean and born in Bourges, and  
3.    Pierre-Jean Bourdillon, who may or may not have been a descendant of 
Simon Bourdillon 

 
There also seems to have been more than one Favre family in Geneva, one of 
which was “Noble”. I have been through all the indexed mentions of Favre in 
Notices Généalogiques sur les Familles Genevois by J-A Galiffe, 1892-5 (see 
https://doc.rero.ch/record/12665/files/?ln=en) There are many persons with the name 
Favre mentioned in the 16th and 17th centuries and some in the 15th. 
 
Based on Notices Généalogiques sur les Familles Genevois by J-A Galiffe, 
1892-5 (see https://doc.rero.ch/record/12665/files/?ln=en), this family tree shows 5 
generations of the descendants of Jean, the father of Abraham Bourdillon. 
 

 
 
 
 
In Jules Stalla-Bourdillon’s letter to Francis Bernard Bourdillon dated 23-Feb-
1953 he states that Blanche Bourdillon told Léon Bourdillon that the 
Bourdillons in the Auvergne from Issoire, Mirefleurs and St Privat were not 
related to the Bourdillons from Maringues. Having subscribed to the genealogy 
website https://en.filae.com, I sought to find out how many other Bourdillon 
families there might have been in France. When conducting searches on 
https://en.filae.com, I excluded entries found in either public or private family 
trees. The earliest https://en.filae.com records I found mentioning Bourdillon are in 
the 2nd half of the 16th century. They are from Saint-Germain-en-Laye 
(Yvelines) in 1556, Chaillac (Indre) in 1565, Angers (Maine-et-Loire) in 1568, 
Souvigny (Allier) in 1582, Bordeaux (Gironde) in 1584, and Thouars (Deux-
Sèvres) in 1588. Châteauroux (Indre) is not mentioned until 1609. 

Jean BOURDILLON

Abraham BOURDILLON
Born: 1561 in Bourges
Died: Nov 11, 1647 in Geneva

Jeanne FAVRE
Born: 1570
Marr: Jan, 1594 in Geneva
Died: 1640

Jacques BOURDILLON
Born: 1595
Died: Aug 5, 1641 in St Gervais

Judith SIMONIN
Marr: Mar 30, 1619
Died: May 7, 1640

Note:  Father Jaques Simonin B.G.

Jeanne BOURDILLON
Born: May 10, 1620
Died: 1656

Henri PETIT
Marr: Apr 17, 1650

Note (family):  Father Jean Petit  N.G.

Jane Maria PETIT
Born: aft 1650

Abraham DUPARC
Marr: Oct 1, 1681

Etienne BOURDILLON
Born: Oct 19, 1622
Died: 1674

Louise BOUSSAT
Marr: Dec 13, 1653

Note:  Father Louis Boussat B.G.

Abraham BOURDILLON
Born: 1655
Died: 1712

Sara LAMOUILLE
Born: 1645
Marr: 1680
Died: 1687

Anne EMERY
Born: 1655
Marr: c. 1707

Marie MORAND

Note (family):  Father Abraham
Morand B.G.

Judith BOURDILLON
Born: 1657
Died: 1727

Jean-Jaques VERAS
Marr: 1677

Note (family):  Jean-Jaques Veras
C.G.

Jean BOURDILLON
Born: 1658
Died: 1658

Pernette BOURDILLON
Born: 1661
Died: 1666

Son BOURDILLON
Born: 1663
Died: 1663

Henri BOURDILLON
Born: May 9, 1625

Abraham BOURDILLON
Born: Apr 15, 1628

Jean BOURDILLON
Born: Jan 26, 1631
Died: May 8, 1634

Marguerite BOURDILLON
Died: 1658

Note:  had 6 children

Jean JOLIVET
Born: 1628
Marr: 1648
Died: 1693

Michel BOURDILLON
Born: 1633

Louis BOURDILLON
Born: Aug 24, 1633
Died: 1642

Jaques BOURDILLON
Born: Mar 9, 1636
Died: Mar 27, 1636

Bernard BOURDILLON
Born: Apr 16, 1637 in Geneva
Died: Apr 25, 1704 in Geneva

Pernette DEJOUX
Born: Feb 8, 1639
Marr: 1660
Died: Aug 14, 1720

Note:  Father Jaques Dejoux C.G.

Michel BOURDILLON
Born: Feb 13, 1661 in Geneva
Died: Jun 3, 1687

Note:  accidentally drowned

Charles BOURDILLON
Born: Jul 6, 1662 in Geneva
Died: Feb 21, 1664

Jean-Georges BOURDILLON
Born: Oct 10, 1663 in Geneva
Died: Jun 4, 1710

Jeanne-Marie GRESSET
Born: 1672
Marr: Mar 1, 1692
Died: 1745

Françoise BOURDILLON
Born: Sep 26, 1665 in Geneva
Died: 1667

Eve BOURDILLON
Born: Sep 10, 1667 in Geneva
Died: Jul 27, 1670

Ami BOURDILLON
Born: Mar 20, 1670 in Geneva
Died: 1753

Note:  Known as Ami I

Dorothee HORTAL
Born: May 28, 1675 in Grenoble
Marr: 1695
Died: Nov, 1741 in Geneva

Elisabeth BOURDILLON
Born: Aug 4, 1696
Died: Apr 1, 1706

Pierre BOURDILLON
Born: Jun 2, 1697
Died: Sep 3, 1697

Pernette-Dorothée
BOURDILLON

a.k.a. Pernette Dorothy BOURDILLON
Born: Aug 26, 1698
Died: 1747

David MICHEL
Marr: Dec 8, 1743

Note (family):  Father François Michel
C.G.

Theodore BOURDILLON
Born: Nov 23, 1699
Died: May 14, 1700

Ami BOURDILLON
Born: Sep 26, 1700
Died: 1750

Note:  Known as Ami II  C.C. in 1746

Elizabeth MASSÉ
Born: Jul 20, 1709
Marr: Jul 10, 1731
Died: Aug 18, 1803

Jeanne-Lucrèce BOURDILLON
a.k.a. Jane Lucretia BOURDILLON
Born: Oct 22, 1701 in Geneva
Died: 1781

Jean-Nicolas BOURDILLON
Born: Feb 6, 1703
Died: Aug 23, 1714

Rev. Jacob BOURDILLON
Born: Feb 12, 1704 in Geneva
Died: Jun 5, 1786 in S.P. Church

Street, Spitalfields

Note:  went to England in 1731

Henriette FOUQUET
Marr: 1745
Died: Apr 9, 1777

Jean-Antoine BOURDILLON
Born: Jan 16, 1706
Died: Aug 28, 1706

Augustin BOURDILLON
Born: Jan 14, 1707
Died: Jan 26, 1707

Gédéon BOURDILLON
Born: Feb 17, 1708 in Geneva
Died: 1775

Note:  Established in London in 1737

Marie SEGURET
Marr: 1739

Susanne-Marguerite
BOURDILLON

Born: Apr 16, 1709
Died: Jan 22, 1710

Rev Benedict BOURDILLON
Born: May 11, 1710 in Geneva
Died: Jan 5, 1745 in Baltimore

Note:  went to England in 1735; went
to Maryland  Oct 1737

Johanna Gertruy JANSSEN
a.k.a. Johanna Gertrude JANSSEN
Born: Oct 27, 1709 in Amsterdam
Marr: May 28, 1737 in London
Died: Dec 27, 1791 in London

Note:  returned to England in 1752

Etienne BOURDILLON
Born: Jun 16, 1711
Died: Sep 16, 1715

David BOURDILLON
Born: Nov 21, 1713 in Geneva
Died: 1753

Jean BOURDILLON
Born: Apr 28, 1719 in Geneva
Died: 1783

Note:  Was C.G.

Jeanne CAILLE
Born: 1729 in Geneva
Marr: 1751
Died: Nov 16, 1798 in Geneva

Eve BOURDILLON
Born: Jul 12, 1671 in Geneva
Died: Jul 26, 1675

Rose BOURDILLON
Born: Jan 21, 1673 in Geneva
Died: 1689

Pernette BOURDILLON
Born: Jul 16, 1674 in Geneva
Died: Sep 22, 1701

Gédéon BOURDILLON
Born: Aug 13, 1675 in Geneva
Died: 1676

Zacharie BOURDILLON
Born: May 31, 1677 in Geneva
Died: Mar 3, 1697

Robert BOURDILLON
Born: May 8, 1679 in Switzerland
Died: Apr 8, 1755 in Switzerland

Francoise BARDONNEX
Born: c. 1680 in Geneva
Marr: Jul 15, 1704 in Geneva
Died: May 27, 1762 in Geneva

Anne-Pernette BOURDILLON
Born: Jun 4, 1681
Died: Aug 3, 1686

Susanne NEGO
a.k.a. Susanne NÉGAL
Marr: Aug, 1640

Isabelle BOURDILLON
Born: 1597
Died: 1606

Julie BOURDILLON
Born: 1598
Died: 1601

Marguerite BOURDILLON
Born: 1599
Died: 1627

Jean GUERRA
Marr: 1624

Note (family):  Father Jean Guerra
N.G.

Isaac BOURDILLON
Born: 1602
Died: 1602

Jean-Abraham BOURDILLON
Born: 1602
Died: 1602

Etienne BOURDILLON
Born: 1604
Died: 1610

Antoinette BOURDILLON
Born: 1607
Died: 1608

Jeanne BOURDILLON
Born: 1609
Died: 1611

Jean BOURDILLON
Born: 1612
Died: 1641

Louise GROS
Marr: Aug, 1640

Thomas BOURDILLON
Born: Feb 19, 1580
Died: Oct 18, 1647

Note:  Tanneur at Gex

Pernette BRUNET
Marr: 1605

Note (family):  Father Jean Brunet was
B.G.

Isaac BOURDILLON
Born: 1606

Jacques BOURDILLON
Born: 1612
Died: 1615

Jeanne BRY
Marr: 1616

Michel BOURDILLON
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Amongst the things Léonard Bourdillon (1725-1802) did was to go to 
Châteauroux (Indre) to see if he could find out who the father of [Jean-]Georges 
Bourdillon (c.1620-1680) was. https://en.filae.com enabled me to determine that 
the parents of [Jean-]Georges Bourdillon were Louis Bourdillon and Jeanne 
Bezancon:  
 

 
 
It also appears that the Châteauroux Bourdillons were descended from the 
Chaillac Bourdillons. Although [Jean-]Georges Bourdillon (c.1620-1680) 
married Jeanne Robin (1641) in Châteauroux, his father Louis was born (1596) 
in Chaillac (40 km south-west of Châteauroux). And based on what I have seen, 
it’s highly likely [Jean-]Georges Bourdillon's grandfather and great-grandfather 
were also from Chaillac.  
 
This is my construction of the family tree of the Châteauroux Bourdillons and 
of the Chaillac Bourdillons 
 

 
 

 
Châteauroux (Indre) 
I have found no evidence of a marriage linking a Châteauroux Bourdillon with a 
Geneva Bourdillon. Furthermore, there is no evidence of a marriage linking a 
Chaillac Bourdillon or a St-Benôit-sur-Sault Bourdillon with a Châteauroux 
Bourdillon. Nor could I find a marriage linking a Chaillac Bourdillon with a 
Bourdillon from St-Benôit-sur-Sualt, communes that are only 5 km apart. 
 
The 1983 document states that Léonard Bourdillon (1725-1802)  

1.    made Antoine-Jean-Louis Bourdillon (1782-1856), his 2nd cousin once 
removed and only 20 when Léonard died, responsible for keeping the 
library in Geneva in order 
2.    in 1785 received two relations on the introduction of François 
Bourdillon of Châteauroux (1749-1801). They came to claim an inheritance 
in Savoie. One was the son of Anne Bourdillon (b. 1744) and the other the 
son of Marie Bourdillon (? b.1709) 

ANOther BOURDILLON

Jean BOURDILLON Pierrette DURAND

Louis BOURDILLON
Born: 1596 in Chaillac

Jeanne BEZANCON

Gabrielle BOURDILLON
Born: 1609 in Châteauroux

Georges BOURDILLON
a.k.a. Jean-Georges BOURDILLON
Born: c. 1620
Died: 1680

Note:  Filae has 23 entries for
"George" but none for "Jean-Georges"

Jeanne ROBIN
Marr: 1641 in Châteauroux

Etienne BOURDILLON
Born: 1644 in Châteauroux
Died: 1710 in Châteauroux

Françoise NOBLET
Marr: c. 1666

ANOther BOURDILLON
Born: 1667 in Châteauroux

Jean BOURDILLON
Born: 1668 in Châteauroux
Died: 1720

Jeanne BOURDILLON
Born: 1671 in Châteauroux

François CRUBLIER
Marr: 1691

CRUBLIER

Note:  5 children born between 1692
and 1701 in Châteauroux

Marie BOURDILLON
Born: 1672 in Châteauroux
Died: 1748

François HERAULT
a.k.a. Henri RIAULT
Marr: 1704 in Indre

ANOther HERAULT
Born: 1706 in Châteauroux

ANOther HERAULT
Born: 1710 in Châteauroux

Laurent TALBOT
Marr: 1714 in Indre

Marguerite BOURDILLON
Born: 1675 in Châteauroux
Died: aft 1736

Simon CHILLON
Marr: 1708 in Châteauroux

Michel AUGAY
Marr: 1712

Joseph CHATONNET
Marr: 1713

François BOURDILLON
Born: 1676 in Châteauroux

Joseph BOURDILLON
Born: 1678 in Châteauroux

Marie BOURDILLON
Born: 1679 in Châteauroux
Died: 1714

Laurent TALBOT
Marr: 1714 in Indre

ANOther BOURDILLON
Born: 1680 in Châteauroux

Marie-Madeleine BOURDILLON
a.k.a. Madeleine BOURDILLON
Born: 1681 in Châteauroux
Died: 1753

Henry RIANT
Marr: 1710 in Châteauroux

Note (family):   9 children born
between 1711 and 1721 all in
Châteauroux

Martin NOGRETTE
Marr: 1714 in Indre

François MAILLOCHON
Marr: 1730 in Indre

Marie BOURDILLON
Born: 1684 in Châteauroux

ANOther BOURDILLON
Born: 1687 in Châteauroux

François BOURDILLON
Born: 1688 in Châteauroux

Pierre BOURDILLON Jeanne BARON
Marr: 1669 in Châteauroux

Marie BOURDILLON

Note:  children born in 1667, 1669,
1672 all in Châteauroux

Jean REFFORT Jean BOURDILLON
Died: 1724

Note:  Y

Marie SENOT
a.k.a. Marie PESNAULT
Marr: 1680 in Châteauroux

Marie BOURDILLON
Born: 1680 in Châteauroux

Girard BEDOUET
Marr: 1714 in Indre

Etienne BOURDILLON
Born: 1683 in Châteauroux
Died: 1739

Anne DESRUAUX
a.k.a. Anne DEREAU
a.k.a. Anne de RUAULX
Marr: 1705 in Châteauroux

Nicolas BOURDILLON
Born: 1706 in Châteauroux
Died: 1743

Jean BOURDILLON
Born: 1707 in Châteauroux
Died: 1775

Marie-Victoire SALLÉ
Marr: 1741 in Châteauroux

Jean-Baptiste BOURDILLON
Born: 1741
Died: 1816

Catherine SALLÉ
Marr: 1768

Jean BOURDILLON
Born: 1769 in Châteauroux

Anne BOURDILLON
Born: 1770 in Châteauroux

Marie BOURDILLON
Born: 1772

Jean SALLÉ
Marr: 1795

Jean BOURDILLON
Born: 1774

Jean-Gabriel BOURDILLON
Born: 1775
Died: 1858

Marie-Aglaé MASSICOT
Marr: 1816

Herminie BOURDILLON
Born: 1818

N. PAJOT François-Gabriel-Anatole
BOURDILLON

Born: 1822
Died: 1874

Gabrielle-Herminie de
FROMENT

Born: 1835
Marr: 1854
Died: 1891

Gabriel BOURDILLON
Born: 1856
Died: 1914

Jeanne Marie Sophie Juge de
Saint MARTIN

Born: 1870
Marr: 1893
Died: 1955

Marie BOURDILLON
Born: 1894
Died: 1975

Solange BOURDILLON
Born: 1895
Died: 1984

Amélie BOURDILLON
Born: 1900
Died: 1985

Aymé BOURDILLON
Born: 1858
Died: 1922

Laure Juge Saint MARTIN
Marr: 1893

Marie Renée BOURDILLON
Born: 1894
Died: 1970

Roger Ternisien D'OUVILLE
Born: 1883
Marr: 1920
Died: 1943

Yvonne BOURDILLON
Born: 1898
Died: 1985

Pierre Joseph Marie BODARD
Born: 1896
Marr: 1922
Died: 1978

Antonie BOURDILLON
Born: 1861
Died: 1924

Henri Jean Bosquet de
LINCLAYS

François BOURDILLON
Born: 1776

Marie-Victoire BOURDILLON
Born: 1778

Joseph BOURDILLON
Born: 1779

Marie BOURDILLON
Born: 1780

Claude BOURDILLON
Born: 1743 in Châteauroux

Marie-Anne BOURDILLON
a.k.a. Anne BOURDILLON
Born: 1744

François BOCQUET
Marr: 1764

Jeanne Pierre LAVIE
Marr: 1781

Françoise Victoire
BOURDILLON

Born: 1745
Died: 1746

Claude Joseph BOURDILLON
Born: 1746

François BOURDILLON
Born: 1749 in Châteauroux
Died: 1801

Solange BARBIER
Marr: 1780 in Levroux, Indre

François Charles BOURDILLON
Born: 1781

Jean BOURDILLON
Born: 1784
Died: 1784

Gabriel-Jean BOURDILLON
Born: 1787

Philippe BOURDILLON
Born: 1790
Died: 1790

Gabriel BOURDILLON
Born: 1751
Died: 1848

Marie BASSET
Marr: 1784

Marie BOURDILLON
Born: 1785

Charles GODIN
a.k.a. Charles Godin DESROSIERS
Marr: 1811

Philippe Gabriel François
BOURDILLON

Born: 1787

Théodore BOURDILLON
Born: 1789
Died: 1790

Marie-Rose BOURDILLON
Born: 1792
Died: 1792

Marie-Chantal BOURDILLON
Born: 1794

François MIJOTTE Zélie BOURDILLON
Born: 1796
Died: 1863

Jean-Antoine HÉRIVEAUX
a.k.a. Jean-Antoine HÉRIVAULT
Marr: 1823

Ambrosine HÉRIVEAUX
Born: 1825
Died: 1906

Philippe BISSERY

Lucien Georges Albert François
BISSERY

Born: 1861
Died: 1934

Note:  4 children born between 1889
and 1899 all in Lencloître, Vienne; 1
died in 1898

Alice Marie Charlotte BERNARD
Marr: 1888 in Lencloître, Vienne
Died: 1905

Henri BISSERY
Born: 1903

Marie BOURDILLON
Born: 1709 in Châteauroux

ANOther BOURDILLON
Born: 1711 in Châteauroux

Marie-Anne-France
BOURDILLON

Born: 1713

Françoise Catherine
BOURDILLON

a.k.a. Françoise BOURDILLON
Born: 1715 in Châteauroux
Died: 1757

Claude LACUBE
Marr: 1732 in Châteauroux

Marie BOURDILLON
Born: 1716
Died: 1779

François BASSET ANOther BOURDILLON
Born: 1717 in Châteauroux

Marie-Thérèse BOURDILLON
Born: 1718 in Châteauroux

Pierre-Etienne BOURDILLON
Born: 1722 in Châteauroux

Nicolas-François BOURDILLON
Born: 1723 in Châteauroux
Died: 1743

Marie-Anne BOURDILLON
Born: 1724 in Châteauroux
Died: 1777

Note:  9 children born in 1751, 1752,
1754, 1755, 1756, 1757, 1760, 1763,
1765 all in Châteauroux;
1 died in 1764, another in 1778;
children married in 1774, 1775, 1779,
1780, 1786 all in Châteauroux

Gabriel MOREAU
Born: 1728
Marr: 1750 in Châteauroux

Jean BOURDILLON
Born: 1685

Françoise BOURDILLON
Born: 1685 in Châteauroux

Françoise Catherine
BOURDILLON

Born: 1690 in Châteauroux
Died: 1757

ANother BOURDILLON
Born: 1656 in Châteauroux

ANother BOURDILLON
Born: 1658 in Châteauroux

Joséphine ROBIN

Gabrielle BOURDILLON
Born: 1662

Jeanne BOURDILLON Toussaint GABIRON

ANOther GABIRON
Born: 1641 in Châteauroux

ANOther GABIRON
Born: 1643 in La Pérouille

Charlotte BOURDILLON
Died: 1679 in Châteauroux

Jean RENAULT

ANother RENAULT
Born: 1644 in Châteauroux

Mathurin THIBAULT
Marr: 1653

Antoine BOURDILLON

ANOther BOURDILLON
Died: 1668 in Châteauroux

François BOURDILLON Jeanne ROBINET

Catherine BOURDILLON
Born: 1661 in Châteauroux

Marie Georg BOURDILLON Jeanette ROTH

Marie BOURDILLON
Born: 1660 in Châteauroux

Camille BOURDILLON

Françoise BOURDILLON

Note:  8 children born between 1680
and 1696 all in Châteauroux

Antoine BAUDUIT
Marr: 1678 in Châteauroux

Catherine BOURDILLON

Note:  child born in 1578 in Chaillac.
This placement is speculative

Michel PILLONAT Mathurin BOURDILLON
Died: 1618 in Chaillac

Note:  This placement is speculative

Marie DURANDEAU

Pierrette BOURDILLON
Born: 1579 in Chaillac

Marguerite PIPERAUD

Jacques BOURDILLON
Born: 1588 in Chaillac

Charles BOURDILLON
Born: 1591 in Chaillac
Died: 1631

Léonarde JOLIVET
Died: 1619 in Chaillac

Louise BOURDILLON
Born: 1613 in Chaillac

François BOURDILLON
Born: 1614 in Chaillac

Jacques BOURDILLON
Born: 1615 in Chaillac

René BOURDILLON

Note:  This is speculative

Mathurine JAMET
Marr: 1640
Died: 1669 in Chaillac

Madeleine BOURDILLON
Born: 1641 in Chaillac

Nicolas BOURDILLON
Born: 1644 in Chaillac

André BOURDILLON
Born: 1646 in Chaillac

Léonarde ROCHER
Marr: 1668 in Chaillac

Marie BOURDILLON
Born: 1670 in Chaillac

Nicolas BOURDILLON
Born: 1671 in Chaillac

Philippe BOURDILLON
Born: 1674 in Chaillac

François BOURDILLON
Born: 1651 in Chaillac

Elisabeth ROCHER
Marr: 1672 in Chaillac

Marie BOURDILLON
Born: 1676 in Chaillac

François BOURDILLON
Born: 1683 in Chaillac

Hugues BOURDILLON
Born: 1654 in Chaillac

Catherine PISSON

Mathias BOURDILLON
Born: 1621
Died: 1633 in Chaillac

Marie BOURDILLON
Born: 1625 in Chaillac

Jeanne BOURDILLON
Born: 1628 in Chaillac
Died: 1633 in Chaillac

Jean BOURDILLON
Born: 1594 in Chaillac
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3.    in 1788 M. Sallé, brother-in-law of François Bourdillon (1749-1801), 
came to see him and promised to add Léonard to the genealogy of his 
family 
4.    in 1788 received a letter from Robert de Bourges, a son-in-law of Mme 
Moreau-Bourdillon (1724-1777) 
5.    in 1799 received a letter from François-Charles Bourdillon (b.1781), 
son of François Bourdillon (1749-1801), saying that his father had seen 
Léonard’s brother François (1737-1817) when the latter made a trip to the 
Berri 

There was clearly a belief at the time that the Châteauroux Bourdillons were 
related to the Geneva Bourdillons. Antoine-Jean-Louis Bourdillon (1782-1856), 
who left Geneva and set up business in Paris, travelled widely in France, Italy 
and Spain. He returned to live in Geneva in 1847, but left his library to the town 
of Châteauroux (see https://mediatheque.ville-chateauroux.fr/lire-ecouter-
voir/dossiers/portraits/39-jean-louis-bourdillon) 
 
Léonard said that Abraham was born in Bourges (Cher) and that Abraham was 
Jean’s elder son. Whilst it seems very likely that the Jean Bourdillon, who 
married Pierette Durand, was born in Chaillac and their son Louis was born in 
Chaillac, it is possible that this Jean Bourdillon  

1.    lived and made his money in Bourges  
2.    had a wife whom he married in Bourges and by whom he had Abraham 
in 1561 
3.    left Bourges for Geneva in 1571 
4.    had gone back to Chaillac sometime after Thomas was born in 1580 
5.    married Pierette Durand  
6.    had Louis in 1596  

If this was the case, Jean Bourdillon was at least 55 years old when Louis was 
born. A more likely scenario is that Jean Bourdillon came from a different 
Bourdillon family based in Bourges. Either way, the fact that there is no 
mention of him in the Geneva records is disappointing.  
 
On https://en.filae.com I found that in Bourges (Cher) there were 3 Bourdillons in 
the 17th century 

Noël Bourdillon who married Nicolle Reignier in 1637 
Charles Bourdillon who married Martine Rimard in 1647 
Catherine Bourdillon who married Gilles Gallebois in 1652 

but no Bourdillon from the 16th century. The earliest entry I found on 
https://en.filae.com for Bourges was 1598 for a Barbier.   
 
I could not find on https://en.filae.com a Reignier, a Rimard or a Gallebois in 
Châteauroux or in Chaillac. In Notices Généalogiques sur les Familles 
Genevois by J-A Galiffe, 1892-5 (see https://doc.rero.ch/record/12665/files/?ln=en) 
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there is mentioned a Reignier de Montmoyen, Seigneur de Chissé, in Geneva in 
the 16th century.    

 
It would be interesting to know who combined the coat of arms of Abraham 
Bourdillon with the Pilgrim’s Staff that is the coat of arms of the Châteauroux 
Bourdillons. The combined coat of arms was sewn onto a poche that was 
believed to have been given by Jules Stalla-Bourdillon to Francis Bernard 
Bourdillon when FBB visited JS-B in September 1954. 
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Auvergne 
I have found no evidence of a marriage linking any Puy-de-Dôme Bourdillon 
with a Geneva Bourdillon 
In Jules Stalla-Bourdillon’s letter to Francis Bernard Bourdillon dated 23-
Feb-1953 he says 

1. in 1908, through a friend of his wife, Léon Bourdillon learnt of the 
existence of Blanche Bourdillon and went to visit her  

2. Blanche told Léon that there were several Bourdillon families in the 
Auvergne unrelated to Abraham Bourdillon and his descendants, in 
particular those from Mirefleurs, St Privat and Issoire 

3. according to Léon and Blanche the Auvergne Bourdillons did not 
originate from Vollore-Montagne 

4. Léon told JS-B that François Bourdillon (1737-1817) went to 
Maringues to renew relations with the Auvergne Bourdillons 

5. Léon said that Blanche possessed a miniature of François Bourdillon 
as well as a family portrait painted by Ragaud. I have been unable to 
find a painter named Ragaud from France or Geneva; it seems 
unlikely it was Hyacinthe Rigaud (1659-1743) who trained in 
Montpellier from 1671-5, then was in Lyon from 1675-81 and then 
moved to Paris in 1681 

On https://en.filae.com  I found 11 persons with the name François Bourdillon 
in Puy-de-Dome between 1760 and 1817: 

in Celles-sur-Durolle (3 persons), which is 25 km from Maringues and 8 
km from Vollore-Montagne 
in Viscomtat (1 person), which is 25 km from Maringues and 4 km from 
Vollore-Montagne 
in Billom (1 person), which is 25 km from Maringues 
in Mirefleurs (3 persons), which is 35 km from Maringues 
in St Maurice (1 person) 
in St Beauzire (1 person), which is 10 km from Maringues 
in Lussat (1 person), which is close to St Beauzire 
in St-Privat (0 persons) 

This too would seem to add to the evidence that there were many different 
Bourdillon families in France. 
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Conclusions 

1. there were several Bourdillon families in France in the 16th century, not 
just in the Auvergne. They did not seem to intermarry even when they 
lived 5 km apart as in the case of Chaillac (Indre) and St-Benôit-sur-Sault 
(Indre). The one exception is Louis Bourdillon who was born in 1596 in 
Chaillac (Indre), who married Jeanne Bezancon and who had his children 
in Châteauroux (Indre). 

2. I cannot find evidence of a marriage linking a Châteauroux Bourdillon 
with a Geneva Bourdillon 

3. I cannot find evidence of a marriage linking any Puy-de-Dôme 
Bourdillon with a Geneva Bourdillon 

4. I cannot find any evidence that the coat of arms adopted by Abraham 
Bourdillon in 1615 was the coat of arms of the Amblard family 

5. Developing the work of Léonard Bourdillon (1725-1802), Octavie 
Bourdillon (1909-1992), known as Vivy, presented a plausible case that 
the Abraham Bourdillon (1561-1740), from whom we are descended, was 
not the son of the Jehan Bourdillon de Beaune en Gâtenois who married 
Claude Plantan in Geneva in 1564 

6. Accepting that, together with the lack of progress since 1955 in finding 
proof of: 

1. the marriage of Gilbert de la Platière and Anne Amblard 
2. the relationship between Jehan Amblard dit Bourdillon and 
Gilbert de la Platière and Anne Amblard 
3. the relationship between Jehan Amblard dit Bourdillon and 
Jehan II de Beaune en Gâtenois  

I conclude that currently we are unable to prove a descent from any 
Bourdillon earlier than Jean Bourdillon, whose son Abraham was born in 
1561 in Bourges (Cher). 

 


